
 

Tandridge Deanery Synod 
Report of the meeting held via Zoom on 25 March 2021 

 

The main speaker was Nicola Thomas, new Head of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC).  Nicola 
joined the Southwark Diocesan Mission Team in January from the Home Office where she had been 
Deputy Director of Refugee Integration and Vulnerability.  She came with a wealth of experience of working 
on refugee issues, including creating the community sponsorship scheme.  
 

A practising Roman Catholic, she wanted to engage in the wider range of areas offered by the Southwark 
role.  Nicola said the Christian Church values communities and individuals uniquely well.  It has a reason to 
do the right thing even when this is unpopular, working with the most vulnerable and excluded.  Social and 
environmental justice, including climate change, are the same thing, and have the greatest impact on the 
poorest people.  The Eco Church agenda was something she did not know much about previously. 
 

There were questions and sharing of information on initiatives to help refugees, teaching English as a 
second or additional language and Eco Church, including the challenges we face with our buildings.  Our 
churchyards can be more successful in showing a better side, with their wildlife and bees.  Southwark is 
aiming to be an Eco Diocese and holds an Eco Church Surgery drop-in Zoom meeting on the last Monday 
of each month, from 1 - 1.45pm: https://southwark.anglican.org/news-events/events/whats-on/eco-church-
surgery-drop-in-monthly-zoom-meeting-2/ 
 

Becoming carbon neutral feels huge, but it starts with manageable steps, such as using draught excluders 
and changing to LED light bulbs.  The environment is a very important issue for our youth in churches and it 
is the way to reach and keep them.  Encourage them and their families to be your environmental activists 
and share things at church; they are very informed on the subject. 
 

Jasmine Copp (St Mary’s Oxted) encouraged everyone to come to the Modern Slavery webinar on 
Saturday morning 24 April.  Book a place at http://rasjfmodernslavery.eventbrite.co.uk/ - admission free. 
 

Revd Helen Burnett (Chaldon) spoke about the proposed Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill, a private 
member’s bill awaiting its second reading in the UK Parliament.  This short film addresses why we need it: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrxRzLILTeI&t=35s.   If passed, the Bill will enshrine in law the actions 
required to protect the environment.  It sets an emergency pathway, echoing much that is core to our faith.  
Please write to Claire Coutinho, MP for East Surrey, who, along with all other Conservative MPs, has not 
signed up to the Bill.  Advice on how to write to your MP can be found at 
https://www.ceebill.uk/writetoyourmp and how to lobby her here: https://www.ceebill.uk/resources. 
 
Business Meeting 
 

Diocesan Synod elections - are taking place this year.  Deanery Synod members must propose, second 
and elect candidates, but anyone on the electoral roll of a parish can stand.  The term is for 3 years, from 1 
August 2021.  Tandridge Deanery is entitled to 5 lay and 4 clergy representatives.  Information will be sent 
to Deanery Synod members soon. 
 

New Faith in the Countryside leader - Susie Williams, Rector of St Margaret’s, Chipstead, hopes to revive 
the group.  Anyone interested in joining, should contact Michelle revmichelle@btinternet.com. 
 
The Diocesan Synod - approved an anti-racism charter for Southwark Diocese at its meeting on 13 March.  
The language is changing; BAME (Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic) is to become UKME (United Kingdom 
Minority Ethnicity). 
 
New Diocesan website - now launched.  This should be more user friendly: https://southwark.anglican.org/  
 

Living in Love and Faith - A national C of E programme about sexuality.  There will be a focus on this at 
the next meeting.  Bishop Jonathan is our lead and Tandridge Deanery has identified as its leaders Helen 
Burnett, Ian Whitley and April Alexander; the Diocesan team includes Anna Eltringham.  Many resources 
are available here: https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith 
 

Next meeting - Wednesday 30 June 2021, perhaps in person.  On the agenda will be the election of a 
Deanery of Leadership Team and a new Lay Chair as Sue Mallinson has finished her term.  Meetings may 
continue on Zoom in the darker months, with advantages for both members and visiting speakers with 
some distance to travel. 

Janet Harman, Deanery Synod Secretary 
tandridgedeanerysecretary@gmail.com 


