
 

Tandridge Deanery Synod 
Report of the meeting held via Zoom on 30 June 2021 

 

This was effectively the first meeting of the new ‘triennium’ for the Deanery Synod.  New representatives should have 
been elected by all parishes to begin a 3-year term in 2020.  Due to the pandemic, this did not happen, with annual 
meetings being postponed or in some cases not held at all.   
 

Living in Love and Faith (LLF) 
The Deanery Synod met, significantly, on the day that the Methodist Church announced the decision to permit same 
sex couples to get married in church, (with an opt-out for ministers).  Three trained ‘in house’ facilitators, April 
Alexander (Bletchingley), Revd Ian Whitley (Lingfield and Dormansland) and Revd Helen Burnett (Chaldon) presented 
the information to the Deanery Synod on this Church of England nationwide project in which we are all called to 
participate, as the church discerns how to proceed on matters regarding sexuality and marriage.  You can find a short 
introductory video here https://youtu.be/g7A3wt0jqZM with other resources at 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith.  The materials are designed to be used in small 
groups, organised in individual parishes or groups of churches, with the possibility of a course run by the Deanery in 
September.  The Diocese is setting up a network of pastoral support.  A hard copy of the course has been purchased 
for each parish in the Deanery. 
 

April Alexander spoke about the long and painful background to LLF from 1967 when homosexual relationships for 
men became legal.  Since then, the church has struggled to find a united and consistent voice and lead on the subject 
and despite an acknowledgement that many clergy are gay, a ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ culture has persisted.  In 2017 a 
General Synod vote to ‘take note’ of a report from the House of Bishops about marriage and same sex relationships, 
was defeated by the House of Clergy and it was decided to widen the debate to allow everyone in parishes to make 
their views known.  Hence LLF was born.  These discussions will be difficult but we need to have them. 
 

Business Meeting 
New Lay Chair - After 10 years, spanning four Area Deans and two Assistant Area Deans, Sue Mallinson is standing 
down as Lay Chair.  Michelle Edmonds, Area Dean, thanked Sue for her strong leadership, her energy and 
enthusiasm.  April Alexander was elected to take up the reins, with the possibility of the election of a Deputy Lay Chair 
in the future.  Tandridge is the largest Deanery in Southwark and a Deputy could be helpful.  Members were asked to 
reflect on this for the next meeting. 
 

Deanery Leadership Team (DLT) - This is a new way of working for all Deaneries set out in ‘The Role of Deaneries 
and the Rules and Constitution of Deanery Synods’.  The job of the DLT is to fulfil the Southwark Vision for mission 
and growth and take on the functions of the Standing Committee.  It was formalised with the election of Revd Michelle 
Edmonds, Area Dean; Revd James Ashton, Assistant Area Dean; April Alexander, Lay Chair; Janet Harman, 
Secretary; Barbara Verco, Treasurer; Catharina Hickson and Susan Gibbin, Lay representatives; Peter O’Connell and 
Phaedra Pamphilon-Green, Clergy representatives. 
 

Diocesan Synod Elections - Deanery Synod members form the electorate for the Diocesan Synod, and the following 
were elected to begin on 1 August: Laity - April Alexander (Bletchingley); Leonie Flowerday (Warlingham, All Saints); 
Susan Mallinson (Tandridge); Catharina Hickson (Oxted); Eleanor Stoneham (Limpsfield); Clergy - Michelle Edmonds 
(Warlingham Team); Anna Eltringham (Oxted Team); Lotwina Farodoye (Oxted Team); Helen Cook (Limpsfield). 
 

Deanery Arts Festival - proposed for September 2022, with difference events in churches across the Deanery. 
Contact James Ashton with ideas or to get involved: 01883 380750, james.p.ashton75@gmail.com.   
 

Modern Slavery - Following the successful webinar on 24 April, please contact jennifer.hyde@btinternet.com for a 
speaker to visit your church, or to get involved with something similar on mental health next year. 
 

Faith in the Countryside - This group is being reinvigorated by new Southwark Faith in the Countryside Officer, Susie 
Williams (on sabbatical leave until 1 September).  To join the conversation, contact her at rector@smchipstead.org.  
 
Pilgrimage Walk and Prayer Vigil for COP26, 23 October - Travel from your place of worship on foot, by bike or on 
public transport to arrive at Southwark Cathedral between 2 and 3pm.  More information at: 
https://southwark.anglican.org/news-events/events/whats-on/prayer-vigil-for-cop26/ 
 
Croydon Area Lay Conference 6 November - For more information and to book a place go to: 
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/inside-outthe-croydon-area-lay-conferencetickets-156085492911  
 
Next meeting - Wednesday 20 October 2021 (to be confirmed) on Zoom, as agreed for the darker months. 

 

Janet Harman, Deanery Synod Secretary, tandridgedeanerysecretary@gmail.com 
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